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No effect of the background rate of FQ resistance
on the efficacy of FQ prophylaxis was observed. In few 
studies, FQ prophylaxis resulted in an increased colonisation
or infection with FQ- or multi-drug resistant strains.

Fluoroquinolone (FQ) prophylaxis was recommended in 2005 by 
European Conference on Infections in Leukemia (ECIL) for 
patients with prolonged neutropenia. In consideration of a 
worldwide increase in antibiotic resistance, the issue of FQ 
prophylaxis during neutropenia was re-evaluated.





Prophylaxis of bacterial infections

the ECIL-8 group does not recommend routine antibacterial prophylaxis
for paediatric patients with lymphoma, acute leukaemia, relapsed acute
leukaemia, or patients with neutropenia during the pre-engraftment
stage of HCT (grade D recommendation, level of evidence III). This
recommendation is based on data from randomised trials and meta-
analyses, information from long-term observational studies on resistance,
and European Medicines Agency recommendations.



What are the objectives of an antibacterial 
prophylaxis strategy in neutropenic patients?

• Effectiveness in reducing febrile episodes
• Effectivenes in reducing infections
• Effectiveness in reducing mortality


